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AT THE SIXTY-THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Mr. President :—There is one problem which is 

k beginning to engage the attention of the Christian 
: world, and which will require for its solution all 
the wisdom, the intellect, the patience, the per- 
severance, and the faith of the whole Christian 
church. It is the Mohammedan missionary prob- 
lem—how to reach one hundred and fifty millions 
of men, scattered from the Pacific in China to the 
Atlantic at Magadore, speaking thirty different 
languages; of diverse nationalities, yet all-unified 
and knit together, cemented and bound in one 
by a common faith which has survived the shocks 
and the conflicts of twelve hundred years. It is 
my desire this evening, in a very condensed and 
concise manner, to present to your minds some 
features of this problem; some of the difficulties 
in the way and some of the facilities which God 
has given to his church, partly growing out of 
that system of religion and partly growing out of 
the present state of the world, which may aid us 
ag epetving the gospel to the Mohammedan world. 
Among the difficulties to be met in such a system 
religion are these: In the first place, it is a 
ion of temporal and spiritual powers, even more 
Mien in the church of Rome. The caliph of Mo- 
ammed is king and priest. He is the successor 
| Prophet on earth. They claim that the 
ongs to them as the chosen people of 
». According to the theory of their system, 
head of the Mohammedan religion is the | 
al head of the human race. The Koran 
the scimetar went together—the scimetar | 
earried the Koran with it. Mohammedism offered 
sither its Koran, or slavery or death, and to-day | 
Mohammedan propagandists in Central Africa 
offering the sword or the Koran to the African 

of which sooner than be slaughtered 
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hammedans excepting the Persians and the Moors 
acknowledge the Sultan as their spiritual head; 
and this political unity is one of the great diffi- 
culties in the way. 

Ii. A second difficulty is this, that in that sys- 
tem there is almost an entire divorce between 
morality and religion. Itisaritualistic system. If 
those who are advocating ritualism in the Christian 
church would see the natural outgrowth and fruit- 
age of a thoroughly developed ritualism, let them 
look at the system of Islam. It is the most com- 
pacted_and consistent ritualistic system in the 
world. It is all rites and ceremonies. The pil- 
grimage to Mecca, the prayers five times a day, 
the fast ‘Of Ramadan, the reading of the Koran, 
alms given as a meritorious rite—everything, in- 
deed, pertaining to the Moslem is part of a reli- 
gious ceremonial by which he is to merit everlast- 
ing life and paradise. But a man may be a high- 
way robber, a murderer and an outlaw, and yet 
be a saint. I knew a Mohammedan pasha that 
stepped down from his seat and kissed the hand of 
a man on trial for highway robbery and murder. 
because he was a dervish and had been known to 
repeat the name of God more times in the day 
than any other man. 

III. Another difficulty is their intense devotion 
to the Koran. Many Mohammedans claim that 
the Koran was uncreated and co-eternal with God. 


That was denounced as a heresy; but there are 


Moslems who hold it to this day. They look upon 
it with almost idolatrous reverence. TI 
take it up without pressing it to their lips; they 
will never hold it below their waist; they will 


never lay it on the floor; and tens of thousands _ 


commit it to memory from beginning to end. It 
is a model of Arabic poetry. The Koran as been 
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presses. But everywhere there are thousands of 
scribes copying it all over the Mohammedan 
world, just as the scribes wrote the Old Testament 
in the time of Christ. They attach to the Koran 
this idea, that it is a book that came down from 
heaven—not that it was written here, Their 
word for “inspiration” is “inzal,” or sending 
down, that is, that it was written by the finger of 
God, brought down by the angel Gabriel, and 
given to Mobammed, just exactly as it was written 
in Arabic, and thus the Arabic language is the 
language of heaven. Their strong attachment to 
the Koran is something that must be borne in 
mind by those who preach the gospel among the 
Mohammedans, 

IV. Another element is the Ishmaelitic intoler- 
ance of the system. There is not one word in the 
Koran which bids the Mohammedan to love his 
neighbour as himself. They are bidden to hate all 
but themselves. In the great Mohammedan uni- 
versity at Cairo—a missionary university with ten 
thousand pupils and three hundred teachers, they 
offer every evening a missionary prayer, saying : 
“© Allah, destroy the infidels, make their wives 
desolate and their children orphans; give their 
women, their brothers, their friends, their prop- 
erty, and everything they have, as booty to the 
Moslems, O Lord of all creatures.” That is their 
idea of a missionary prayer. Their religion is 
Ishmaelitic in its basis and Arab in its foun- 
dation. 

VY. Another of the difficulties in Islam is polyg- 
amy. Polygamy is legalized. I have never heard 
a Mohammedan defend it on social grounds; I 
have never known one to delend it because it pro- 
motes the happiness of the family or family disci- 
pline; but they say it is divinely enjoined in the 
Koran. It is the curse of the Eastern world. 
You ask a Mohammedan if God created more 
than one woman in Paradise? He replies, ‘“ No.” 
“* How, then,” we ask them, “is every Mohammed- 
an to be supplied with four wives, if in your 
country the number of male and female children 
is always just about equal?” It is either by steal- 
ing or buying them from other places—taking them 
captive in war. Thatmust in time come to an end. 
But under the present state of things, polygamy, 
infanticide, and the military conscription, are de- 
stroying the Mohammedan race in the Turkish 
empire, while the Christian races are growing and 
advancing year by year. Every Mohammedan is 
allowed to Lave four legal wives, but beyond that, 
if he has the means, he may fill his house with 
women. Divorce is constant among them. There 
is no restraint upon it. No Mohammedan woman 
knows from day to day how long she is to be the 
wife of her husband, and young men have been 
known to divorce their wives and marry a new wife 
every three weeks till they could say they had 
divorced twenty wives. Polygamy is destroying 
the family, and Islam is responsible for it. 

VI. In the Koran there is an absolute denial of 
the death of Jesus Christ, and yet there is another 
verse, which declares that he did die or would 
die; and when the Mohammedan is asked to 
reconcile these two contrary teachings of the 
Koran, which are as follows: The first, * the Jews 
did not really kill Christ; ” the other is, “O Jesus, 


I will cause thee to die;” the explanation is this; 


“that when Christ comes back the second time to 
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this world, he will die.” And side by side with 
the tomb of Mohammed in the city of Medina is 
an empty tomb standing, made by the Moham- 
medans to receive the body of Christ when he 
comes the second time to judgment, and will die 
and be buried! And all this is manufactured in 
order to explain the glaring contradiction in the 
Koran. 

VII. I have spoken of the degradation of woman. 
You have no conception of it in this country. 
Woman is trodden under foot. A man is regarded 
childless if he has only daughters. It is not law- 
ful to mention the name of woman in Mohammed- 
an society without begging pardon of those who 
are present for mentioning so vile a subject A 
man has to use the masculine gender in speaking 
of a woman. In writing to a woman he will never 
put a feminine name on the outside of an envel- 
ope. I knew a man who had half a dozen daugh- 
ters. I asked him how many children he had. 
He was displeased at me and said he had no 
child. “Whose girls are those?” I inquired. 
He replied, “They are nothing but girls; we 
don’t count girls anything.” They don’t count 
women or girls. It is far different what religion 
does for women. -Prof. Bosworth Smith, of Ox- 
ford, has written a book, * On Mohammed and 
Mohammedanism,” a laudation of Islam. He 
would even place it above Christianity in its ethi- 
cal fruits. I would like to ask him to take bis 
wife and daughters, if he has any, and go to the 
city of Damascus, put them into a Mohammedan 
harem and divest himself and them, if possible, of 
all that be ever derived from the Bible and Chris- 
tianity ; let them live as the Moslems live; Ict him 
scourge his wives and daughters and treat them . ' 
as brutes, as the Moslems do, and after ten years ‘=. 
of that experience write a new edition of his 
book on Mohammedanism. 

VIII. The Mohammedan world is given over to 
There are in the 
Koran precepts requiring truthfulness and vera- 
city ; but the Mohammedan world is not a truth- 
speaking world. According to the Koran-the Mo- 
hammedan judge must be a man of spotless integ- 
rity. Ihave yet to hear of the first Mohammedan 
judge in the Turkish empire who could not be 
bribed in open court with twenty-five cents. Per- 
jury is universal. False witnesses are to be found 
in every town and city, and as none but Moham-- 
medans are allowed to testify, all these false witness- 
es are Mohammedans. They come into court, hold 
up their band, and take an oath in the name ofthe 
eternal God without blushing, and swear to a lie 
for which they have been paid one piaster (four 
cents). “Truth has fallen in the streets, and 
equity cannot enter,” 

IV. There are depths of immorality practised 
by the Mohammedans that cannot be described or 
mentioned in a Christian assemblage. They have — 
descended to the very lowest depths of immoral- 
ity—practising such a crime as the men of Sodom 
attempted to practise upon the angelic guests 
of the righteous Lot. This kind of immorality — 
is so common in parts of Syria that the Christian — 
population are afraid to allow their boys from 
ten to fourteen years of age to appear on the 
streets in the latter part of the afternoon; | 
keep them concealed and safe from the hand 
the Mohammedans. ©) 6 6) oe aS, 
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X. There is another feature in Islamism, and 
that is, their aggressive spirit. Do not suppose, 
friends of the Bible Society, you are dealing with 
a dead population. They have missionaries in 
Africa. When Stanley wrote his letter to the 
London Telegraph, describing his interview with 
King Mtesa, who had lately been converted to 
Islamism, and it was now proposed to bring mis- 
sionaries to convert him to CObristianity, he 
called for help to the Christian world, That let- 
ter was translated into Arabic, and they were rais- 
ing money to send missionaries to Uganda, when 
the Russian war broke out, and the whole thing 
came to naught. Such is the spirit that they 
possess ; they still believe in propagating Islam- 
ism in the world. These are some of the diffi- 
culties. But, briefly, on the other hand, there are 
certain fayouring circumstances :— 

1. It is not a little thing that the whole Moham- 
medan world believe in the unity of God. The 
Mohammedan confession of faith, learned by heart 
by every Moslem, is this: “There is no God but 
God, and Mohammed is his apostle,” which Gib- 
bon has styled, “an eternal truth and an eternal 
lie.” The idea that there is one God, and that 
the idols of the heathen are vanity, is a source of 
tremendous power in that system. It unites them 
everywhere; they all believe in a God in contra- 
distinction to the idols of the heathen ; and when 
they say “ one God,” they mean that there is an 
everlasting, eternal, almighty, omniscient, and 
protecting God. They have one hundred names 
or titles of God, which they repeat with the great- 
est reverence. They write them in letters of gold 
along the cornices of their saloons, mosques, resi- 
dences, and public buildings, and always speak 
the name of God with reverence. 

2. Again, the Koran distinctly declares that the 
Old and New Testaments are the word of God. I 
could repeat to you scores of passages from the 
Koran which testify to that fact more or less di- 
rectly. One of them is this: “ Ye are grounded 
upon nothing until you observe the Tourah and 
the Enjeel, z.¢., the Old Testament and the Gos- 
pel. Mohammed distinctly declared in the Koran 
that the promise of God was one in the Old Testa- 
ment, in the New Testament, and in the Koran. 

3. I knew of a Mohammedan governor who bas- 
tinadoed a Mohammedan for haying cursed the 
name of Christ. They believe Christ is the great- 
est of all the prophets, and call him “ Sayidina 
Airesa,” our Lord Jesus, just as they say, “ our 
lord Moses and our lord Mohammed.” They re- 
gard all Christians with favour. They say, Chris- 
tians and Jews are “ ehel kitab,” or people of a 
book; and hence, they are better than abject 
idolators and heathen. 

4. They are intense iconoclasts and laters of 
idolatry. Explorers and scholars in Syria and 
Palestine do not find a Greek or Roman statue 
without the head broken off or the features 
defaced. There never was such an iconoclastic 
system as Islamism; and the Christian churches 
filled with pictures were either destroyed or 
turned into mosques. The Moslems have spread 
over Northern Africa; they have swept idolatry 
face of the earth wherever they have 
d; they have destroyed it in parts of 
; they are attempting to destroy it in 


rts of China; they hate idolatry. 
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5. The Moslems believe in prayer. With the 
majority of them it is a mere outward form. 
They pray five times a day. A Moslem who 
was at my house, said to me, after he heard 
family prayers, “‘ Do you suppose God heard that ?” 
“ Certainly,” said I, “or I would not have offered 
prayer.” He said, “I never thought of that be- 
fore.” He had been praying five times a day all 
his life, repeating certain words, with no idea 
that God hears prayer. There are times when the 
Moslems believe in prayer. When the country is 
threatened with drought and famine, the Moslems 
go outside the city and raise up their hands and 
pray: “ We ask forgiveness, O mighty God! we 
ask help, merciful God!” and they repeat that by 
the hour, cling on God for mercy. 

6. They lieve in preaching. In every mosque 
isa pulpit, narrow stairway running up to the 
pulpit, and ‘he khoteeb ascends it and preaches 
to the Moh mmedans every Friday noon. When 
Christian 1 issionaries coming to that country 
begin to p| ach, they understand it as a divine 
stn to They believe in preaching; they 


listen to pr) itching; they are accustomed to it all 
their lives, 

7. There | no more temperate people on the face 
of the earth The Koran forbids the use of wines 
and liquors in any shape. The orthodox Moslem 
is afraid to cultivate grapes, for fear of their being 
converted into wine; but the Koran promises 
them rivers of wine in Paradise if they will only 
wait. I have seen in one day since I have been in 
America more drunken men. than I have seen in 
Syria in five years. They use coffee. Their coffee+ 
houses are to be found everywhere. Instead of 
meeting at night in the beastly manner of civil- 
ized nations, and filling themselves with poisonous 
spirituous liquors, they sit down in the coffee- 
houses on low stools, sip their egg-shell cups of 
coffee, listen to the reading of the Arabian Nights, 
or the story of Antar, the Arab Hercules, till 
nine o’clock. Then they go home; the lights are 
extinguished, and the city is in profound dark- 
ness and silence. : 

The temperate habits of the Mohammedans are 
very favourable to the reception of divine truth— 
for their sober consideration of the truth when it 
is presented. 


8 Again: they all believe in the need of religion ; 


they all believe in the certainty of retribution; 
they all believe that God is a God who will avenge 
his own name. One of the Moslem sheikhs in 
Mecca had a vision two years ago. He was so 
zealous for his own faith that he mourned over 
the relapse from it. He looked into Paradise 
and he only saw seven Mohammedans; all the 
rest had been faithless; and he preached a revival 
of Mohammedanism. They believe in the need 
of religion; they have no respect for a man who 
bas no religion. If a man has a religion, they 
say, very well; but the idea of a man without a re- 
ligion is beyond the understanding of a Moham- 
medan. i 

Again: they believe in the doctrine of fate. I 
believe that that doctrine is going to have a great 
bearing in the future, in the days when Mobam- 


medans begin to turn to Christ. If the Moslems ~ 


in Syria were to hear to-day that the Sultan him- 
self had become a Christian, they would say: “ It 


| is the decree of God ; God so ordered it.” That is 
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the way they receive everything that is unpleasant 
or disagreeable to them. 

Again: in the conflict between civilization and 
barbarism, Islamism must be the loser. Their 
law is webbed, and woven, fast to the Koran ; but 
it is contrary to modern civilization. It is con- 
trary to the Koran to pay interest. They are con- 
sistent in that respect with regard to the interest 
on Turkish bonds; but it is contrary to the Koran 
to take or to give interest. It is comtrary to the 
Koran to establish quarantine. Banks are con- 
trary to the Koran; the whole system of custom- 
houses is contrary to the Koran; yet there is an 
Ottoman bank, and quarantine laws of the most 
stringent character, and a new commercial code 
all through the empire. These are in deadly con- 
flict with the Koran. One or the other must go 
down, and it is very easy to see which. is to suc- 
cumb. 

Again: there are no Koran societies like the 

Bible societies of Christianity. If you go into a 
Mohammedan bookstore in Damascus to buy a 
Koran you will be refused; they will not sell that 
sacred book to an infidel. They will not allow you 
to teach or read it if they can help it; they will 
not allow you to translate it into another lan- 
guage. Christianity comes with its millions of 
copies of the Bible in a cheap and attractive 
form, in all the languages spoken by men, while 
the Moslem stands hugging his sacred Koran. In 
this respect Christianity has an immense advan- 
tage. 
, Again: the Mohammedans believe that in the 
Jatter day there is to be a great apostasy. The 
latter day is hurrying on when there will not be a 
Mohammedan left. The sun is going to rise in 
the West, and a wind will sweep through Syria 
which will blow away the Koran itself. They 
have no idea now that their religion is going to 
spread over the face of the earth. It is losing 
ground. Every new conquest and every new ad- 
vance of the Christian arms is only a new argu- 
ment to them that their system is doomed. It is 
hopeless ; it is desperate; it is the philosopby of 
pessimism, looking on the dark side because 
they have no hope of final victory. In the Chris- 
tian church we look forward to certain victory. 
The promises of God, the word of Christ, are all 
on our side, and this word is to be given to the 
whole human race. Here we stand on the van- 
tage ground over the Mohammedans. 

Again: the growth of the Christian power in 
the world is on our side. I have stated that in 
the fifteenth century the Crescent ruled from Bur- 
mah to Gibraltar. To-day, forty-nine millions of 
Mohammedans are under Christian rule ; forty-one 
millions in India under British rule; six millions 
in Asia under Russian rule; two millions in Al- 
giers under France, and half a million in Atcheen 
under Holland. . 

The Moslems everywhere have the most remark- 
able confidence in the English, and now the Brit- 
ish queen has extended a nominal protectorate 
over Asiatic Turkey. God is. bringing Islam, 
proud, persecuting Islam, under Christian rule. 
__Isay, all these things are pointing to a rapid 

_ change and to the preparing of the way for the 
evangelization of Islam. fs ‘ 

And, in conclusion: the Bible is now in the 

_ Arabic language, the sacred language of the Koran, 
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and in the Turkish, the court language of the Sul- 
tan, to which allusion has been made to-night. 
Since that Arabic Bible was printéd, it has been 
sent to Liberia, Sierra Leone, Northern Africa, 
Egypt, Mesopotamia, Palestine, India, and China. 
The Turkish Bible, of which we have heard to- 
night, is now ready for the millions who speak the 
Turkish language. Mohammedans believe that in 
the latter day the Muhdi, or Guide, is to appear in 
the world. We Christians believe that that Guide 
has already come. We believe that the Holy 
Spirit sent by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
is the true guide, and in God’s own time he will 
guide the Mohammedans into all truth; be will 
lead those vast scattered nations, who now believe 
in the unity of God and believe that Jesus is the 
Son of Mary, to embrace the saving truth that 
Jesus is also the Son of God. 


foreign Department, 


CuHINA—PEKING.—A letter from Rev. H. Blod- 
get makes interesting statements concerning the 
progress of the work of revising the Bridgman 
and Culbertson version of the Scriptures. He 
says: “We are distributing the Scriptures more 
extensively than ever before. Our work among 
the people is hopeful.” 


Urucuay.—Mr. A. M. Milne, in a_recent com- 
munication, writes as follows: 

Lino Abelado has just returned from a journey 
that has occupied him over six months, and is 
now about to proceed to the Argentine Republic. 
In his recent trip he travelled east till he entered 
the empire of Brazil, and thence northwardly 
along the boundary line till he reached the river 
Yaguaron, which is only navigable as far as the 
town of Artigas. From this point he returned to 
Monte Video, taking several towns on his way. 
In this journey he disposed of over nine hundred 
copies of the Scriptures, of which more than a 
third were Bibles. With the exception of a small 
town, S. Victoria, in the province of Rio Grande 
do Sul, all the other places he visited had been 
supplied by us repeatedly on former occasions. 

Eduardo Rey writes to me from Azul, a town 
in the province of Buenos Ayres, about sixty 
leagues south of the city. He appears to have 
made a good many sales, but at very low price. 

Celestino Garcia y Pifla has been at work in 
the ae of Buenos Ayres, and appears to be 
somewhat discouraged on account of the meagre 
results of a month’s persistent labour, I feel that 
I can sympathize with him in this, for I know 
that to a faithful colporteur the amount of 
strength and energy sometimes required to sell 
few books is often far greater than to sell many. 
Nevertheless, until I have made a personal trial 


Iam not to be persuaded that there is not yet — 


left much to be done by us in the city of Buenos 


Ayres, ‘ 
BIBLE WORK IN SOOCHOW, CHINA. 
BY THE REY. HAMPDON C.DU BOSE. 
oo  Foninary 2) 1870, 


_ The Soochow Plain, pelt steams - the: 


1879.] BIBLE 


SOCIETY RECORD. 


117 


Hangchow Bay, and is 300 miles long by 250 
broad; about the size of one of the western or 
southern States. It is a well-watered plain, with 
canals from thirty to 150 yards wide running 
in every direction, as thick as country roads. 
Near Soochow is the Great Lake, 100 miles wide, 
with its mountain islands, and to the southeast 
are hundreds of small lakes, one to three miles 
wide. The population is 20,000,000, The east- 
ern part is worked by the Shanghai missionaries, 
and the southern by those from Hangchow, leav- 
ing 10,000,000 in and around Soochow. 

In this plain are thirty-five walled cities, with 
from 50,000 to 800,000 inhabitants each. Large 
market towns, from 5,000 to 50,000 each, are on 
an average five miles apart. The farming peo- 
ple live in villages, from fifty to five hundred 
Jamities each. In many parts of this section, 
within twenty-five miles square, or the size of 
a large county, there is a population of a 
million. Soochow has near the population of 
Philadelphia; before it was partially destroyed 
by the Tai-ping insurgents, it had as many inhab- 
itants as New York and Philadelphia together. 
Soochow for twenty centuries has been tamous 
for its statesmen and authors. The highest lit- 
erary graduate is often one of its citizens. The 
favourite proverb is, “ Above is heaven; below, 
Soochow and Hangchow.” 

In the cities and large towns three-fourths of 
the men and boys can read. In the country the 
proportion is small, but every hamlet has its 
school and its teacher. With all its, difficulties, 
perhaps the Chinese written language is to be 
the greatest evangelistic instrument for one-third 
of the race, finding its analogy only in apostolic 
Greek. Paul had not the press to issue his 
epistles. In China the word of God is not 
bound. One feature is the cheapness of printing 
—from one-fourth to one-tenth that of foreign 
books. Recently I purchased 7,000 tracts, say 
from 80,000 to 100,000 pages, for $29. This is 
owing to cheap labour and paper. 

We have appreciated the kindness of the 
“American Bible Society in furnishing us the 
Scriptures for distribution. I consider it a very 
auspicious era in mission work for us to be able 
to reside in the interior cities, and to have the 
printed word ready for our use. Of course our 
principal work is the daily preaching in the 
chapels, but in addition to this we have been 
enabled to do a good deal of colportage. In 
this early stage of the work, before churches 
are gathered and before time must be given to 
the instruction of native helpers, I conceive that 
preaching to the heathen and colportage work 
are the two great arms of the work. ‘Uhis last 
year I sold 1,700 copies of the single Gospels ; 
in 1877, 3,300; in the spring of 1876, 4,000. The 
year previous I kept no record, but suppose 
that during the six years I have been here that I 
have sold from 16,000 to 18,000 Gospels, probably 
over the latter figure. Why the number this 
last year has been so small I do not know, save 
that chapel work has been enlarged, and that a 
greater proportion of tracts were sold. , 

Missionaries only sedZ Bibles now. To give 
away would only be a big “grab game” of 
the untutored multitude. They can be given 
away by the million—silk-robed scholars, ragged 

chins, and ignorant women, each greedy to 


_ receive the word. They are sold below cost; 


this is well for many reasons. If at their true 
i value. the officials might object in the interior 
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as a violation of treaty. The people all say, 
“Why, this is only half the price of the paper;” 
“You only get back the pressman’s wages ;” 
“He only wants to get his boat expenses.” 
The great merit in thus half-giving away “books 
beseeching men to be good,” I let them ascribe 
to myself as an agent of the church, for were I 
to explain to them the work of the Bible Society 
they would only put it down as a first-class 
fabrication. 

What becomes of these books? No piece of 
written or printed paper in China is put to an 
ignoble use. All scraps are burned. No doubt 
many Bibles are thus collected and their ashes 
offered to the god of literature. It is impossible 
to tell. I would reasonably hope that of those 
sold during the last few years that the greater 
part remain unto this day; generally laid away 
on some dusty shelf, for in these dusty houses it 
could not be otherwise than that the Bible be 
“covered with dust.” Often I offer a book for 
sale and a man pulls one out of a drawer. 
Sometimes I have been shown Bibles off in some 
town, which had been purchased some years 
before. They often look over our books and 
say, “Oh! I have all these at home.” A China- 
man is not going to throw away readily what he 
pays money for. The Buddhists and Taoists, 
unlike the priests of Rome, do not wish the 
Bible burned. The scholars think it an honour 
to Confucius to see his characters printed so 
clearly; and as the only test the Chinese have 
of a religion is that it 1s moral, our books are 
put in this class. A few times I have seen a 
book tossed down, but calling the attention of 
the people to how the man treats their sacred 
character, they reprimand him severely. 

Who buy-the books? If you are selling along 
the streets you notice the shopkeepers sending 
their boys to buy a book; thus ten to twenty 
men have the one copy. The “read-book-men” 
generally buy. In the country towns the igno- 
rant farmer buys, but why not let him? in his 
village are several who can read. Little boys 
are good customers, and they carry the book to 
their elders. ; 

Do you sell the whole Bible? My sales have 
only been of the Gospels. Around the stations 
in reach of the chapels the whole Bible might be 
distributed with good results. Yet the heathen 
would say that Peter ought not to blame Paul 
for writing some things hard to be understood, 
for his own language is not clear. The Bible 
was written for the consolation of God’s people ; 
the existence of God, the unity of the soul, and 
many other things are assumed to be known. 
Children’s stories are not in the very words of 
holy writ. “Abraham” in four characters; “ Eliz- 
abeth” and “Zacharias,” are as long as Russian 
names. “What kind of a thing is a Pharisee?” 
“What does Che-toh (Christ) mean?” As a 
neighbour told one of our members, “ You have 
the funniest book; what does ‘the salt has lost 
its savour’ mean?” : f 

Jehovah gave us the Scriptures, and his 
ascended Son sent forth teachers. The action of 
the Society in allowing undenominational tracts 
to be sold with the Bible is wise, as it permits 
men to explain. ‘The Ethiopian” is a fair type 
of the intelligent Chinaman. If full headings 
were placed to the chapters, and a tract specially 
prepared giving an outline of the gospel, and 
printed by other funds, all that is needed would 
be at hand. I am afraid not many Gospels are 
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read ¢hrough. It is not easy reading to those 
occupying the dark places of the earth. 

“My word shall not return unto me 
void.” The Master gives the inspired interpret- 
ation. Some on the stony ground; yet some 
brought forth fruit. The church must quietly 
await the great day to know results. Several 
copies of Mark have been known to be blessed 
in conversion. Not long since a missionary bap- 
tized a man who had read the four Gospels 
twenty years previously. Look how much 
preaching comes apparently to nought! And 
thus of every department of Christian effort! 
Some say, “First preaching, then colportage.” 
My experience has not been this way. Theoret- 
ically preaching is foremost, but taking a run- 
ning trip to the adjacent cities and towns (and 
this is all the time we can spare), how can you 
preach to a city of 50,000 or I00,000? In the 
open spaces and temple grounds you have con- 
gregations, but all told you can only reach a 
limited number. Does it not seem better to 
leave the truth in a permanent form in the 
way of hundreds of Gospels and tracts? The 
Chinese are a reading people, and the upper 
classes do the thinking for the common people. 
Storekeepers and.clerks read a great deal; 
mostly “dime novels,” though obscene litera- 
ture is forbidden. Let the Bible and Christian 
books be sown broadcast, as a preparation for 
permanent gospel work. 

It is especially gratifying to engage in this 
work the first few months after arrival, without 
waiting till the tongue is loosened, for one can 
“sell the book,” if he cannot “preach the book.” 
It has taken long centuries for the phraseology 
of King James to be interwoven into English 
literature and conversation. How many Bibles 
have been sold in the United States in the last 
half century! Yet ten times that number can be 
bought by China. 

Are the Chinese hungering for the bread from 
heaven? By no means. Heathenism kills the 
soul. Nineteen-twentieths of their longing for 
spiritual things is dead. It is a funny thing to 
see a foreigner selling books. “Let’s buy a 
book!” Soochow loves “either to tell or to 
hear some new thing.” “Jesus is the western 
Confucius; let us see what he teaches.” Their 
minds are wonderfully active, and they talk of 
“this new doctrine” in the tea-shops, getting 
things wonderfully mixed up; but light comes! 

Soochow is a great mart for Bibles. It is like 
trying to fill up a great lake; never to end. Be- 


sides the immense population, traders come from | 


all the near cities and towns, and merchants from 
distant provinces. It is not difficult to sell one 
hundred or two hundred Gospels here in a day. 
We sell on the principal streets, which are from 
five to eight feet wide. It is sometimes difficult 
to get a stand, but it is the custom here to spread 
wares along the street, so you are at liberty. 
Wisdom “standeth by the way in the places Of 
the paths; she crieth at the gates.” With an 
armful of Gospels, say one hundred, you stand 
in the most public place and continually ask 
those “who pass by” to buy. Generally a crowd 
gathers around and Bae hand several books for 
them to examine. If you see a man half-inclined 
to buy you ask him to look at a book. The 
poems ask a thousand questions, and you must 


eep a smiling face; grinning and nodding to all 


around makes you feel like a simpleton, but thus 
“to the Chinese I was as a Chinese.” They beg 


a book, and when you refuse a gentleman assures 
you he has no cash, but if he sees you will not 
give, he pulls out the money. Some lewd fellow 
of the baser sort in an undertone makes a vile 
remark; you look at him sternly and they all 
say, “Foreign teacher, don’t get mad,” and they 
bid him, Begone! If you go to move off they are 
apt to push and shove, so you must leave as if 
in the presence of the queen, with your face 
towards them and walking backwards. In a 
strange place it is necessary to take command 
of the crowd by a “commanding aspect,” or they 
will play the wild with you. When tired I always 
make it a rule to go immediately home, for it is 
impossible to keep the temper under the many 
vexations of giving you a wrong number of cash, 
trying to steal off with a book, etc. If in the 
country, “when night comes o’er the plain” it 
pays to go to your boat. As your books dis- 
appear and your arms get rested, the pockets 
weigh down with copper cash, which is with- 
out doubt, 7/thy lucre. The people ask a thou- 
sand questions, and there is room “for a word in 
season.” 

Bible work is healthy and invigorating—out 
in the open air. The second visit to a city they 
remind you of the most minute incidents of the 
trip two years previous. How the people enjoy 
the first sight of a foreigner. What hearty laugh- 
ter rings through the fields as you walk along the 
canal! What excitement as you reach a village! 
We enjoy great peace and liberty. The people 
respect us aS a superior race. “The Lord your 
God shall lay the fear of you and the dread of 
you upon all the land that ye shall tread upon.” 
Often on a first visit to a place you can sell sev- 
eral hundred books in a day, selling as fast as 
you can take in the cash, again, it is slower, but 
here Solomon might say, “ Of se//ing books, there 


is no end.” 
<2 ee __ 


SYRIA, 
FROM A REPORT BY DR. BLISS. 


In Northern Syria, Miss C. Shattuck, one of 
the missionary teachers of the Aintab Station, 
has rendered most valuable assistance in-taking 
charge of our books at the several centres of 
distribution in that region. She has also super- 
intended the labours of several colporteurs at 
work in that district. Her letters have furnished 
several incidents of great interest. 

In one of the villages of the Taurus Mountains 
lives an old man in deep poverty and almost 
blind. He is, however, an earnest disciple of 


the Lord Jesus Christ; and within a few years — 


has been the means of the turning of some 
thirty persons to the service of the Saviour. 
His history is a singular one, and shows how a 
single passage from God’s word may be used by 
the Divine Spirit to lead the soul to cast itself 
and its burdens on God and be at peace. In his 
youth and early manhood this man had been 
godless, intemperate, cruel—one of the vilest of 


the vile. Like multitudes of other Armenians — 


in such a community, he was accustomed to go 
from time to time to the church, where, unim- 


pressed and unbenefited, he heard God’s word _ 
read in the ancient language. On one occasion, 


hearing of a little company gathered for the 
reading of the Bible in Turkish, his curiosity led 


him to join them, He was impressed with what 


he heard, but refused to receive it as true until | 


the passage was found in the Ancient Armenian __ 


— 
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Bible and proved by comparison to be the same, 
His mind was disturbed by the truth, and he 
rep in the pleasures of the cup to drown his 
trouble, He grew worse and worse in conduct, 
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the importance of the study of the Bible, “If 
you can read, read the book by yourself. If you 
cannot read, get others to read it to you. You 


can always find some boy or girl to read to you; 


abused his wile, often beating her most severely.| and if you know and obey what the Lord com- 
Returning from his drunken revels at all hours | mands you will be happy” 


of the night, he would compel her to rise from 
her bed and 
companions in sin. 


Some two years since a wild, graceless young 


provide a meal for himself and his | man, whose mother lives in a village not far from 
About this time his wife lost | the city of Antioch, in Northern Syria, left his 
her eyesight and was subjected to still more | 
cruel treatment from her husband, he often tell-| and restraint. 


home in disgust, tired of maternal admonitions 
His wanderings had a large cir- 


ing her that he wished that she might die, so} cuit, but he found neither joy nor prosperity in 


that he could get another who would be worth 
something to him. 

His poverty increased, and soon he was unable 
to obtain money with which to gratify his thirst 
for drink. One evening his dejection was ex- 
treme. Angry at his lot he sallied forth determ- 
ined to find some means of assuaging his raging 
thirst, but “no man gave unto him.” The poor 
| man in his misery called to mind the person 

who had some time previous read in his hearing 
God's word in the Turkish, and he said to him- 
self, “1 will go there again; nothing that I shall 
: hear will make me worse than I now am.” So 
/ he went, and in the reading of his “word” the 
: Lord met him and gave him a “new heart,” a 
new joy,a“new name.” He went to his home 
: a new man, repeating as he passed along the 
street the words of the Saviour’s prayer, “Thy 
will be done.” As he entered his poverty- 
home his wife, fearing the stroke of 
jolence, pari oP in hy Pele ness to find be 
: coffee-pot, that she might, by preparing a cup o 
coffee for him, please her husband. For the 
) time in his life he sprang forward to her 
speaking kindly to her, who only a day 
yefore he wished might die and be for ever 
removed from his sight. From that hour a new 
life, a new joy filled that desolate home. 

A few days passed, and through the carelessness 
of the blind mother, one of their children was 
badly scalded, and for weeks required constant 
attention and care. Not one word of complaint, 
however, pasaped the lips of the changed man, 
or “Thy will be done” was the one thought 
hat filled his heart. When the child recovered 
family went on a short jounvey, Tits the poor 
woman was thrown from horse 
injured. Soon after their return to their 
second son fell from a tree and broke 
arms. The boy died aft 


his course. Far away from home, with resources 
exhausted, knowing not, nor caring to know the 
secret of his misfortune, he sought and found 
employment in the service of a man who proved 
to be a true Christian, and who daily read the 
Bible in his family. At first the young man 
manifested utter indifference, but at length the 
words he heard aroused him. He determined 
to learn to read himself. This accomplished, he 
studied with earnestness the teachings of Christ, 
te a changed man, an earnest follower of 
esus. 

With new views of life he soon after returned 
to the home of his widowed mother and told 
her of his new feelings and purposes. She was 
angry and persecuted him because he loved and 
read the Bible. The young man, however, was 
unmoved, and continued to serve with fidelity his 
new Master. Zaccheus like, he sought to make 
amends for his former misdeeds. Soon after his 
return to his home, he called on one of the 
neighbours and asked him if he remembered 
how much trouble he experienced some three 
years previous from losing his hens, one by one. 
“Yes,” said the neighbour, “I remember it 
ict, Eig e molyr pesns been Speen the 
thief. was the guilty one,” said the young 
man, “and I have pees this evening to settle 
accounts.” The neighbour having himself re- 
cently become interested in the teachings of the 
New Testament, was only too happy to accept 
the confession and heartily forgive the offence. 
In the same spirit the young man went to 
another neighbour and confessed that he had 
stolen an earjewel, which some years before 
had very mysteriously disappeared and never 


and | been found. This neighbour was a hard, austere 


man, ready to give the young man all the trouble 
he could, He demanded a Turkish pound, 
which, though an exorbitant price, was paid 
without a murmur. The young man, once so 
reckless, is now humble and unassuming in his 
deportment, living a life of true piety, and by 
his consistent conduct in the midst of many 
trials impressing all who know him, _ 
Anite pomite map: i shea 7 eee 
suaded to read the New Testament was led to 
. His father was clerk and 
jani church in the place, 
highly honoured by the 
ged his father to join him 
studies. This he did, and was soon — 
his need of Christ as a Saviour. 
ostentation, he gave up 
xicating drinks, he had 


in his Bible 
convinced of 
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will from my secret inmost spirit worship God 
even in the church.” “But would not that be 
hypocrisy? would that be right in the sight of 
God?” said the son. . “Let us examine the 
Scriptures on this point.” The result was that 
the father resigned his office in the old Arme- 
nian church, became an open Protestant, united 
with the Evangelical church, and has been the 
means, during the last few months, of winning 
many to the truth. 


TURKEY, 
LETTER FROM DR. BLISS, 
BIBLE House, CONSTANTINOPLE, June 13, 1879, 


The annual meeting of the Western Turkey 
Mission closed yesterday. Through the cour- 
tesy of the missionary brethren, it was my privi- 
lege to be present at many of its sessions. These 
meetings, like those of the American Board at 
home, are always of great value in toning us up 
to a better life and more earnest work; but this 
year’s convocation was of unusual interest. The 
reports presented from the several stations were 
full of cheer; they indicated to all that heard 
them that the forces of evangelism are operating 
on more extended lines than ever before; the 
word of God is in more families; prayer to God 
is ascending from more closets; and Christian 
work is more of a success to-day than a year ago. 
The centres of intellectual life are more numer- 
ous; true love is in more homes; right aspira- 
tions control more hearts; and correct business 
principles are at work in more shops, more marts 
of trade, in the empire than ever before. Such 
are the impressions made upon our minds in list- 
ening to the reports presented by our missionary 
brethren. The joy of our hearts is very great at 
the evidence thus furnished that the gospel leaven 
is extending itself in wider circles, and that the 
roots which feed principle and character are 
drawing nutriment from the divine word as never 
before. It will be in the estimate of most a new 
era in life in Turkey, when instances can be ad- 
duced by the thousand in which the smallest 
deeds of every-day life are controlled by what 
the Bible gives as the true principle of action. 
We believe that that day is close at hand. We 
even now ha#l its dawn. 

The closing service of prayer yesterday, after 
meetings continued for sixteen days, inspired all 
with the desire to be more faithful in toil, more 
earnest in prayer, more expectant of success 

_ during the coming year than we have been in 
the past. We go forth to the work of the new 
missionary year, expecting that more Bibles will 
be called for, more religious books and tracts 
sought for, than during the past twelve months; 
and believing that the Divine Spirit is preparing, 
in all our fields, new conditions and opportuni- 
ties for the distribution and preaching of the gos- 
pel, and even now is leading new individuals, 
who have hitherto known no Saviour, to set 
their faces Zion-ward. — 

Yours, I. G. Butss. 


LETTER FROM MEXICO, 
BY MRS, BUTLER, IN ZION’S HERALD. — 
We have just returned from a visit to Tuya- 
hualco, an Indian town some twenty miles from 
our city. A young man, about twenty-five years 


of age, some few years ago obtained a Bible, and 


after perusing it awhile, he succeeded in gaining 
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the attention of his mother, brother, and sister, 
while he read and explained it the best he could. 
He invited some of his neighbours at times to 
listen to the reading of the holy word, and has 
now a congregation of fifty-eight adults. But his 
father, who is mayor of the town, has disowned 
him, and the whole family likewise; forsaking his 
own wife and children. When they meet in the 
street, the father clasps his hands over his ears, 
and turns to the other side of the street. He says 
“he would rather have seen his son hung, like a 
highway robber, to the branch of a tree, than to 
have him become a Protestant.” f 

The son has now the burden of supporting the 
whole family, except the father. For some weeks 
he has been attending our meetings in this city, 
and has requested Mr. Butler to go and preach to 
his people. The invitation was accepted. At five 
o’clock in the morning a party of six started off in 
an open conveyance. The air was bracing and the 
drive for the most part enchanting. We reached 
our destination about nine. After some refresh- 
ments, we entered what served as the church—a 
hut made out of dried mud, and thatched with 
straw. There was no window; light and air en- 
tered only by the door. In the roofing of straw 
was a cross, artistically woven ; on the wall hung 
a few Scripture mottoes and a small picture. 

A portion of Scripture was read, and we sung, 
in Spanish, ‘‘From Greenland’s Icy Mountains.” 
I have heard that hymn sung at large missionary 
meetings (in St. Paul’s, New York), when hundreds 
of voices chimed in, and when, with the inspira- 
tion of the music, the words, and the enthusiasm 
of the people, it seemed sublime. But to stand in 
a little mud hut, far away from home and cherished 
friends, and hear the dark-skinned heathen sing it 
with heartfelt earnestness, stirs one’s soul to its 
very depths, and fully compensates for all sacrifices 
made. Our native preacher expounded from the 
word of God, after which Mr. Butler, with the list 
of fifty-eight names in his hand, spoke of the light 
and love of the holy religion which they had lately 
espoused. Then the leader made a few earnest re- 
marks, expressing gratitude for the pastor’s visit, 
and exhortation and advice to his people. The 
meeting closed with the hymn, ‘‘ Jesus; lover of 
my soul.” : 

As we were shaking hands (we have that good 
old Methodist custom out here) and distributing to 
each a card on which was printed a Scripture verse 
in Spanish, a man hastily entered the door, flourish- 
ing in his hand a heavy cudgel. He went through 
the crowd, and made his way around to where Mr. 
Butler stood, as if he were looking for some one. 
Although no one spoke a word, and every eye was 


intent on the man, a great fear took possession of — 


me for a moment, and I naturally enough thought 
he was going to attack the preacher. But our na- 
tive minister stepped up to him, and taking him 
ny. the hand, asked him for whom he was looking. 

e answered, ‘‘ Fernando, my son.” Our preacher 
said, ‘‘ Well, come this way, and look down the 
street; perhaps he may be home now.” The man 


was quite subdued, and totally disarmed; but an- 


other fanatical man just passing, and seeing our 


preacher talking earnestly, and the cudgel in the 
hand of the other, thought the former was intend- — 


ing harm to the latter, and immediately drew his 
revolver and aimed it at our minister. 
men quickly explained matters, and he passed 
the other man following. ] yi 

The son of this bigoted fanatic was present, 
some one seeing him coming, hastily and 
by any of us thrust the boy into a dark side r 


{ 
= 
r 
~~ 


But both | 


, 
— 


¥ 


1879.] 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


121 


and completely hid him from sight with boards; 
then stood themselves in the doorway quite com- 
posedly. He is a fine, stalwart young man of 
twenty-four years. He comes to the meetings reg- 
ularly, but his father is bitterly opposed to his con- 
sorting with the heretics, and uses cruel threats to 
prevent him. Thus far this youth has stood firm 
in his Protestant principles. 

This simple incident may give to our people at 
home a faint idea of what it costs to espouse Chris- 
tianity in some of the outskirts of Mexico; and it 
may also help them to realize more fully how surely 
and rapidly Protestantism is progressing. 

After quiet had been restored, we took dinner, 
many of the Indians remaining to converse with 
us. The leader was invited to dine with us, but he 
gracefully declined, and said, with tears in his eyes, 
“T have not eaten a mouthful for a day and a half, 
so happy have I been in looking forward to our 
pastor’s visit.” 

We prepared to leaye for home at half-past 
two. As the leader was putting the saddle on 
his horse (for he and a companion escorted us 
both ways), he showed us a strip of strange look- 
ing material, and said, “Once this canvass showed 
the face of an idol in one of the windows of yonder 
church; now it serves as an excellent blanket for 
my saddle.” 

e reached home a little before six, having rid- 
den forty miles. After tea, we attended our own 
public service, and had so large a congregation that 
chairs had to be placed in the aisle. At our promise 
meeting nearly a hundred took part, giving book, 
chapter, and verse, and many made comments as 
they read. From the pulpit to the back seat, from 
men, women, and children, came forth those pre- 
cious promises, thrilling all hearts with their satis- 
fying portion. 

The leader of the place which we recently visited 
has since called on Mr. Butler, and they are nego- 
tiating for a new hall of worship. They can get 
one for five dollars a month, making sixty dollars 
ayear. They are Indians, who cannot earn suffi- 
cient for a comfortable living. Each member has 
given, and they can raise but three dollars and a 
half a month. When Mr. Butler saw how earnest 
and anxious they were in their undertaking, he 
said “ God-speed” to them, and promised to give 
them the difference. ; 

ote 


ITALY, 


A letter received from Rev. L. M. Vernon, 
D.D., of the Methodist Episcopal Mission in Italy, 
dated May 26th, requests an appropriation from 
this Society, “for the purchase of Scriptures for 
use, sale, and distribution,” and concludes as 
follows: 


I hope to send you a formal report or state- 
ment in time for your Annual Report. 

Our field is very difficult, but the work pro- 
gresses; it goes forward in many localities, by 
various ways and bya variety of means. Iam 
sure you will be ready to lend the movement 
your helpful strength as far as possible. And as 
when your agencies, working faithfully in their 
own line, co-operate with ours, and ours co- 
operate with yours, the force and value of each 
is increased much beyond what they would be, 
working alone, I am persuaded you will grant 
my request if possible. 
——s« Faithfully and fraternally, 


ee 
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Leroy M. VERNON. 


Vamestic Wepartment, 


EXTRAOTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRIOT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 


CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA. 


While the month has not been very productive 
financially, the missionary department of the 
work is encouraging. As will be seen from the 
report of the work done in Virginia City, Nevada, 
the agent has been very faithful. He writes: 
“Nearly two-thirds of all the families visited 
were Roman Catholics, and half the remaining 
third were infidels and skeptics. I have heard 
more cursing of the Bible and more bitter rejec- 
tion of it, during this month, than in all previous 
years of my Bible work. A much needed work 
is now being done in Virginia City and vicinity.” 

The volunteer work was confined, so far as 
reported, to San Francisco and Orange, in Los 
Angeles County. Two very efficient German 
and French colporteurs are in the city of San 
Francisco, and I am glad to be able to report as 
much work by these faithful men as we should 
have done were we to employ an agent at $100 
per month. I have also arranged with church 
committees of ladies in Oakland for the supply 
of the destitute, so that we shall have no paid 
agency in Oakland. 


ILLINOIS AND WESTERN INDIANA. 


The auxiliaries reporting for last month are 
Livingston, McLean, Madison, and South DeKalb 
Counties, all of which are in a flourishing con- 
dition and doing good work in their respective 
fields. 

The McLean County Bible Society held its 
thirty-seventh anniversary in Bloomington, June 
8th. Their report says: “The large First Meth. 
Ep. Church was crowded, many having to go 
away for want of room; about 1,200 persons were 
present and the exercises were very interesting. 
Addresses were made by Rev. Mr. Thayer, of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Rev. Mr. Hobbs, of 
the Christian, and Rev. Mr. McElroy, of the First 
Meth. Ep. Church. 

IOWA. 


Mr. J. W. Capps has finished the thorough can- 
vass of Polk County. He visited 6,6vo0 families, . 
found g21 destitute, and supplied 524 families, 
Rev. H. Pilbeam, in June, finished the canvass of 
Pocahontas County, and his labours there have 
been very successful. The other agents are doing 
well and working hard. 

I spent the first Sabbath in June at Des Moines, 
and attended the Polk County Bible Society anni- 
versary in the evening at two churches, where 
there was a large attendance. The exercises 
were regarded as a decided success, 

Interest in our cauSe is increasing in Iowa, and 
soon we hope the whole State will be re-organ- 
ized and thoroughly at work; though it will re- 
quire time and much patience and constant la- 
bour to reach this result, 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE. 
’ The first and second Sabbaths of the month 
I spent with the Walnut St., the Chestnut St., and 
the Jefferson St. Meth. Ep. Churches, South, and 


the Warren Chapel, Presbyterian, North, in Louis- 
ville, Ky., presenting the claims of the American 


Bible Society, and taking collections amounting 
in the aggregate to over $200. o 
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The Rev. J. Braden, D.D., superintending the 
colportage work among the freedmen of Nash- 
ville, has presented his final report. He turns 
over to the American Bible Society $58 15 from 


sales of books: This work has been accomplished | 


at a cost of $34 50 only, the most of it having 
been done voluntarily by students of the Central 
Tennessee College of the Meth. Ep. Church, Nash- 
ville. Dr. Braden writes: ‘““One of the colpor- 
teurs sold Bibles on the street and in the market 

laces, besides having visited over 4oo families 
in the city.” 

MISSOURI. 


Bible colportage in this State is doing for us 
what no other agency has ever done. It is direct 
work, and gives startling facts respecting the 
number of families which have no Bibles. I have 
seven colporteurs’ reports for the last month’s 
work, aggregating these figures: Days of service, 
162; 2,350 miles travelled; 2,132 families visited, 
433 found without a copy of the Scriptures, 287 
supplied, together with 254 individuals. The 
Bibles sent to the colporteurs in June have been 
disposed of by sale or donation as follows: 981 
books sold at $331 50, and 494 books donated, 
valued at $89 90. 


NEBRASKA AND COLORADO. 


We had two very pleasant anniversaries during 
the last month, the first occurring at Omaha on 
the first Sabbath. To accommodate our popula- 
tion, we had two places for anniversary exercises 
at the same hour—the Presbyterian and the Con- 
gregational Church. The reports of officers were 
read at both places, and different speakers treated 
different themes. To make the most of the occa- 
sion I attended the commencement of one meet- 
ing and the close of the other. The attendance 
was good and the services interesting. 

The other anniversary meeting referred to was 
held at Hastings, in the new Congregational 
Church. There were four speakers, who all did 
admirably, and a crowded house gave its earnest 
attention till the close of the exercises. 


NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA. 


On the second Sabbath of the month, I attend- 
ed the anniversary exercises of the Guilford 
County Bible Society, and they were spirited and 
interesting, indicating a growing vigour in this 
excellent society. 

Nearly half of the colporteurs were located in 
sections where the summer is oppressive and 
unhealthy, and many will be soon removed to 
higher latitudes. The figures show that the work 
of the month was really a great one, and prove 
its necessity; for, of the many families visited in 
twelve different counties, more than one-fourth 
were found destitute of the word of God. Alto- 
gether, 2,200 families were visited, 646 were found 
destitute, and 472, with 200 individuals, were sup- 
plied, and 2,237 volumes of the Scriptures were 
distributed by sale or gift. 


OHIO AND EASTERN INDIANA. 

I have visited twelve auxiliaries during the past 
month, and attended the anniversaries of the 
Galion and Vicinity and Stark County West Bible 
Societies in Ohio, and the Randolph and Wabash 
Counties auxiliaries in Indiana. There is evident 


growth of interest in the Bible cause in various 


parts of the districts visited, following or accom- 
panying the improved conditions of business in 
the country. _ See EL eat ash Sa ity 


sible for repairs, and estab} 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


I am glad to report some progress in Bible 
work during the month past. The first Sabbath 
I spent at Simpson Chapel, in Benton County, 
Oregon, where I secured $20 55 to the Bible 
cause. On the 8th, I attended the Oregon annual 
conference of the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ. The action_of the conference towards 
the American Bible Society was favourable, and 
collections for the Bible cause are to be taken 
during the year. On the 22d, 1 preached in the 
morning at Goldendale in Klikitat County, W. T., 
securing $14 60 to the Bible cause, and in the 
afternoon I held service at Spring Creek school- 
house and raised $20 additional. The Rev. H. 
Caldwell, of the Meth. Ep. Church, was present at 
both services and rendered efficient aid. Monday 
evening, the 23d, I held a Bible meeting in the 
Meth. Ep. Church, Goldendale, and organized a 
Bible Society for the county. Rev. Mr. Koontz, 
the pastor of the Meth. Ep. Church, was present 
at the meeting and made an earnest address on 
the Bible work; $23 60 was secured, and much 
interest prevailed throughout the meeting. 


TEXAS. 


This past month I was twenty-five days from 
home and travelled 1,238 miles in eleven counties 
in Southwestern Texas. I visited twelve auxiliary 
societies, reorganized eight of them and ordered 
supplies for their depositories, which I found out 
of books in almost every instance. I also visited 
several Sabbath schools and arranged for their 
supply. The journey impressed me with the vast- 
ness of this State and its importance as a field for 
Bible work. Its seacoast opens it to the nations 
of the world and it has for its near neighbour 
the semi-pagan Mexican nation, which is raising 
the Macedonian cry for help. This portion of 
the State needs the Bible, the teacher, and the 
preacher. 

The auxiliary society at Corpus Christi is a very 
important one, and for years it has been sending 
out the word of God along the Gulf coast and % 
even beyond the Rio Grande. The good results 
are seen already in many neighbourhoods where 
the good seed was sown in that needy part of the 
country. My trip was satisfactory notwithstand- 
ing the prevailing drought, which has burnt up 
the crops and caused many cattle to perish for 
want of water. P 

The colportage work this month is encouraging. 
Twelve colporteurs report 3,316 families visited, 
561 found destitute, 480 families supplied, with 
261 destitute individuals in addition ; 2,625 copies 
of the Scriptures were put into circulation. = 


Miscellaneous, 
A BUDDHIST TEMPLE CONVERTED INTO A ‘OHRIS- 
_ TIAN CHURCH. 2 diene Tiy 


BY ARTHUR H. SMITH, IN THE CHINESE RECORDER. | 

Recently, while engaged in mission-work in 
Shantung, there came to us the temple-keeper of 
a small Buddhist temple in Shih-Chia-T’ang, a 
small village not very far distant from T: 
with a proposition and an inquiry. H 
whether, if the temple were purified of ido 
together with the whole premises presented t 
Jesus sect, the church would accept it, be res 
lish a public school 


i 
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which Chinese and Christian literature should be 
taught in equal proportions. The “Master of 
Virtue” (one of the temple managers) added, 
that though his ears were deaf (he was a very 
old man), his heart was not blind. He had seen 
the famine relief, and £vew the Jesus doctrine 
was true. 

We accepted it on these conditions, the school, 
however, to be only temporarily supported by us. 
This temple-keeper, Mr. Chu, is a man of strong 
convictions, but extremely unobtrusive, and had 
long since decided to leave the temple, if it re- 
mained such, although he has a family and no 
other means of support but the temple-land. 
Many regard him as an amiable idiot; for, in 
addition to losing a certain support if the land 
should be given with the temple, he would also 
forfeit valuable perquisites. On Sunday he told 
us he thought the gift of the temple was a fixed 
fact, but in China there are many slips ’twixt 
cup and lip. 

To guard against a possible change of base on 
the part of any one (as there had been at first 
those who feared disgrace and whispered threats 
of possible persecution at the Yamen), he pro- 
posed to give a feast, to which all the managers, 
with the Master of Virtue, should be invited. 
Eating in Oriental lands is no such trifling matter 
as it becomes in railway restaurants in America. 
The Chinese have a saying, that having eaten a 
man’s food, one’s mouth is stopped, and having 
used his property, one’s hand is stayed. We 
went to the feast. Long after the appointed 
time—everything in China occurs long after the 
appointed time (except eclipses)—the eighteen 


managers assembled, and with them the Master 


of Virtue, a weazen-faced old man in an ineffably 
ragged coat. It was by no means a feast of sea- 
slugs and sharks’ fins, pickled bamboo-sprouts 
and bird’s-nest soups. On the contrary, it was a 
homely farmer’s dinner of only one course, and 
a plenty of it. After dinner and sundry pipes of 
tobacco came business. 

A draft of a proposed document, amounting 
to a kind of quit-claim deed, was read and sub- 
mitted for approval. Then ensued a scene wor- 
thy of a New England town-meeting. One or 
two were_afraid that the temple-keeper was in 
danger of losing his living, and much furious ges- 
ticulation and unintelligible roaring—eight or ten 
generally bawling at once—was exchanged over 
the question, how to forefend this injustice. The 
helpers and a few obstreperous managers retired 
to concoct a clause to meet the exigency, and the 
paper, “as amended,” was put upon its “final 
reading” and passed, amid general yells of ‘‘ Cha, 
cha, cha!” “ Pu t’so!”? and “Chin Shih!” (“ Aye, 
aye, aye!” “All right!” “That’s the thing!”) _ 

Here was an absolutely heathen gathering, 
in a heathen town, voting away their temple and 
its lands to a foreign religion, of which most of 


_them had never heard six months ago, and none 
of them until within a few years. They 


did it 
of their own motion, without solicitation on our 
part; for although a sermon was preached with 
reference to the matter, it was after the proposi- 
tion made by them. Our objects in coming to 
China and to Shih-Chia T’ang were pointed out, 
and the fact that we sought not theirs, but them; 
ae they gave, not to us, but to themselves—the 
difference being, that what the village formerly 


managed was now, as soon as possible, to be 


ied by the native church, in which we 
d.to see all of them. 
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DIVERSITY OF SORIPTURE. 


Goethe has called the Bible the book of popu- 
| lar education, par excellence. It is, indeed, like 
| a Case into which have been gathered all the mas- 
terpieces of literature in the smallest possible 
compass—all those which appeal most strongly 
a ae regenerate powers of man; models of each 
kind. 

In the historical books we find a narrative, 
simple, zaive, impartial, objective, and at the same 
time dramatic, living, picturesque, with which the 
historic writing of no nation, ancient or modern, 
can compare. 

The prophets are samples of an eloquence at 
once the richest and the most chastened, the 
tenderest and the most austere. These master- 
pieces of rhetorical art have never been surpassed 
in the oratory of any nation, or in the pulpit-elo- 
quence of any church. 

Lyrical art has never produced anything com- 
parable to the Psalms. Purifying every joy, sanc- 
tifying every grief, reaching higher than ourselves 
when at our greatest height, deeper than our- 
selves when we feel plunged into the depths of 
the abyss, they alone fit all human conditions, 
and seem always to have been composed pre- 
cisely with a view to the circumstances in which 
we find ourselves placed. Hence their everlast- 
ing freshness. Other collections of poetry pass 
away and give place to new ones; the Psalms 
live on for ever. 

The book of Ruth gives us the most graceful 
and pure of idylls. 

In the Lamentations of Jeremiah we see elegy 
reach an elevation from which it could thence- 
forward only decline. 

If we look for the most popular of books 
of practical wisdom, we shall find it in the 
Proverbs. 

If philosophic meditation combined with satire 
attract us, Ecclesiastes is at hand to give us more 
re for thought than any other book of similar 
kind. 

In the book of Job is unfolded before our eyes 
the great epic, of which the hero is humanity 
itself personified in Job, and called to decide 
whether the victory is that of God over Satan, or 
of Satan over God. 

The drama only was wanting. This important 
place seemed to remain vacant in this literary, as 
well as religious, code of humanity. The Canti- 
cle supplies this want. May we not consider this 
poem as in many respects the very bouquet of 
the dramatic art, and looking at the noble char- 
acter of its contents, the richness, freshness, and 
power of its form, ratify the name of Song of 
Songs, by which a place has been assigned it 
above all other lyrico-dramatic works—like that 
which poetry itself holds above prose? 

So is it that God has in the Bible wedded 
beauty to truth, and preluded, by the existence 
of this book, the period when in each soul glory 
shall crown the sacred work of grace. “ Beauty 
and power,” it is said, “‘are in His sanctuary.”— 
Professor Godet. 

+0 


GRANDER THAN PorTry.—Some one speaking in 
the hearing of the late Daniel Webster of the 
sublime poetry of the Old Testament, the latter at 
once and seriously replied: ‘‘ Ah! my friend, the 
poetry of Isaiah, and Job, and Habakkuk is grand 
indeed ; but when you have lived, as I have, sixty- 
seven years, you will give more for the fourteenth 
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Grants of books were made for distribution, to 
the value of about $6,000. 
The receipts for July were $42,561 34. The 

number of volumes issued was 102,998. 
ooo 


DR. T.S. WILLIAMSON. 


The recent death of this veteran missionary 
of the Presbyterian Board, has called forth the 
most emphatic expressions from the religious 
press concerning his rare personal virtues, and 
his remarkable adaptation to his work among 
the Dakotas, which extended over a period of 
more than forty years. We quote the following 
from an interesting article in the New Yoré& 
Evangelist, written by Dr. Riggs: 


or seventeenth chapter of John’s Gospel, or for 
one of the Epistles, than for all the poetry in the 
Bible.” 


——___— 0 —___. 


BOOK OF LIFE. 


Book of Life! to thee I fly 

When the world weighs heavily, 

Heayily upon my heart, 

And earthly thoughts no peace impart. 

Earthly hopes, all hollowness— 

Earthly joys, deceitfulness— 

Earthly praise, a tinsel gain— 

Earthly pleasure, after pain— 

Earthly stay, an ebbing waye— 

Earthly end, the dark cold graye. 
Wearily, wearily, 

From worldly wastes, so drearily 
That round me lie— 

From trouble, toil, and vanity, 
From care and strife, 

To thee I turn, to thee I fly, 


Book of Life. His great life-work, that of translating the 
ee Bible into the language of the Sioux nation, 
THE BIBLE. was continued through more than twoscore 


years, and was only completed last autumn. 
In this, as in most things, he worked slowly 
and carefully. He commenced with Genesis, as 
has been already stated, and worked onwards. 
The exception to this was, that many years ago 
he made a translation of the Book of Proverbs; 
but he closed his labours with the Book of 
Chronicles. He lived to read the plate-proofs 
of all, and to realize that the entire Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments were in the 
language of the Dakotas, though he did not live 
to see the book complete. 

While the Synod of Minnesota was holding 
its sessions in St. Paul, in October, 1877, Dr 
Williamson was lying at the point of death, as 
was supposed, with pneumonia. Farewell words 
passed between him and the Synod; but his 
work was not then done, and the Lord raised 
him up to complete it. Now when the Bible 
was finished, there seemed to be no further 
object that he should live for, and he declined 
almost from that day onward. st 

On my way up to the land of the Dakotas, ¥ 
the middle of May, I stopped over a day wi 
my old friend. He was very feeble, but still able ‘ 
to walk out and to sit up a good part of the day. 
Of this visit | made this memorandum: 

“He is now in his eightieth year and is really 
quite feeble. He has been hoping that as the 
warm weather comes on, he may rallyashe has | 
done in other years. But his feeling seemed 
be, that as the great work of giving the Bible » 


This Book unfolds Jehovah’s mind, 

This Voice salutes in accents kind, 

This Friend will all your need supply, 
This Fountain sends forth streams of joy, 
This Mine affords us boundless wealth, 
This Good Physician gives us health, 
This Sun renews and warms the soul, 
This Sword both wounds and makes us whole, 
This Letter shows our sins forgiven, 

This Guide conducts us safe to Heaven, 
This Charter has been sealed with blood, 
This Volume is the Word of God. 
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NEW YORK, AUGUST 21, 1879. 
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“ 


BLE HUUSK, 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The stated meeting of the Board of Managers 
was held at the Bible House, Astor Place, on 


‘KOR PLACE, 


the Dakot there st mou 
Thursday, August 7th, at half-past three o'clock, | feft for him to do here, Hie remarked that he 
'Z P.M., Mr. Frederick S. Winston in the chair. had during the last forty-four years built several _ 
2 The Rev. Alexander McLean read the sixty- | houses, one at Lac-qui-parle, one at Kapoja, one _ 
: seventh Psalm and offered prayer. . cake Beye ot ae eas St. Peter. 
og Letters were presented from Secretary Gilman, | ,: Be 8 A eee BS lento 
r= ‘ : : = 
- announcing his arrival in Liverpool, after a pros. pee aa ate pe PRB Py 


ooking old, and would not remain long after h 
was gone. But the building up of ree 
that he had been permitted to wor 
which, by the pes of God, he 

up into a new life, through the 
word and the power of 
confidently believed would 


perous voyage, on the 21st of July; from Rev. 
A.L. Blackford of Rio de Janeiro, July sth; from 
Dr. L. H. Gulick of Yokohama, June 13th and 
28th, announcing that the work of translating the 
New Testament into Japanese had reached the 
last chapter of Revelation; from Mr. A. M. Milne 
_ of Monte Video, May 19th, with valuable sug- 


ncerning the western coast of South | 
‘Mr. H. P. Hamilton of Mexico, | 
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them very much for their prayers, and hopes 
they will be blessed both to his good and theirs. 
‘But he does not wish them to pray that his life 
here may be prolonged, for he longs to depart 
and be with Christ.” And so his longing was 
answered. He died on Tuesday, June 24th, at 
2 A.M. * * * * My life-long friend—my 
fellow-worker in the Gospel of Jesus among the 
Dakotas—he needs no eulogy from me! His 
works do follow him! 


—- 0 


A YOUNG MAN’S PURPOSE. 

An incident is told by the Congregationalist re- 
specting the history of the late Deacon Galen 
James, of Medford, Mass., who recently died at 
the age of eighty-nine years, whose youth was 
spent under circumstances most unfavourable for 
a true religious life. He grew up with hardly 
more idea of the real Bible and the real gospel 
than if he had been in a heathen land. But after 
he had reached the age of maturity and had left 
his father’s house for the purpose of seeking his 
own fortune, he became impressed with the duty 
of reading and trying to understand the Bible. 
He bought a Bible, at once ascertained the number 
of pages the book contained, and divided the sum 
by fifty-two, to make out how many pages he 
should read in a week, and then set himself vig- 
orously and systematically to his task. That was 
the first time he had really read the Bible, or knew 
what kind of a book it was. 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports, 
For the month of June, 1879. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting. 17 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited.......... ee , 126 
PAHMEVETSATION AUTONAED. .... 06.50. see rcccescvossue nas ae 57 
New Societies and Committees formed................. o 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 183 
RIALS ETc wicis «co a'n'v.s o's ve og (relpowe Cn sle oles ice stp emanias 1,341 
Miles travelled on Official duty............ccsccecscccses 14,377 
Donations and subscriptions secured for the Bible cause $1,960 71 
—_— 0——_—_ 


BIBLE DISTRIBUTION IN JUNE, BY FIFTY-FIVE COL- 


PORTEURS AND FIFTEEN COUNTY AGENTS. 

Colpor’s. Co. Agt’s. 
Days of service................ pelea bb odauele 1,532 400 
Families visited by them..................06 ais 18,164 9,064 
Families found destitute of the Bible........ 3,780 780 
Destitute families supplied.................+6+ 2,859 44 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition... 1,574 142 
Number of books sold............. rane selet 9,827 1,177 
Value of books sold..............+++ ceeecscesee $8,207 63 $400 90 
Number of books distributed gratuitously .. 8,082 573 
Value of books distributed gratuitously..... $669 54 $159 35 


——_— 0 
Summary of Sixty Annual Reports of Auxiliary Societies, 
Received in July, 1879. 


Receipts from gales in twelve months......6..60 veseees $4,414 88 
Receipts from collections and donations........ +» » 8,228 08 


Paid American Bible Society on book account........ 5,148 81 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account.... 121 35 
Expended on their own flelds.............scccseeeseceees 2,287 00 
Value of books donated...........c-eceecsssecesceesscees 860 56 
Value of stock on hand at date..........cccueeeeseseesee $9,869 94 
No. of these Auxiliaries reporting general operations.. 8 


lecting and distributing Agents employed.......... - 10 
Ferilies visited by them........s+sse0 eeeereseeeeeesees 7154 


es found destitute.... eetes 126 

e families supplied. Kee 668 

itute individuals supplied in addition.............. - 486 
hh and other schools supplied........sscccseseseee | 
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Deceased Members. 
Hon. Jonathan Bliss, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rey. Luther M. Smith, D.D., Birmingham, Ala. 
Rey. William B. Slaughter, D.D., Omaha, Neb. 
Rey. William C. Mead, D.D., LL.D., Norwalk, Ct. 
Rey. D. H. Hamilton, D.D., Ripley, Ohio. 
Rey. Lucius I. Root, Parkville, Mo. 
John Stoddard, Savannah, Ga. 
Benjamin R. Winthrop, New York. 
James D, Loomis, Dayton, Ohio. 
Mrs. Peter D, Oakey, Springfield, L, I., N. Y. 
Mrs. Mary K. Coffin, Union City, Tenn. 
Mrs. Esther A. Cady, Canaan, N. Y. 
Mrs, Nancy Johnson, Troy, N. Y. 
Mrs. Leonard E. Lathrop, New Brighton, N. Y. 
Mrs. R. C. Shimeall, New York. 
John Gaul, Jr., Hudson, N. Y. 
J. Hobart Earle, New York. 
Mrs, Charlotte E. Howk, Wellington, Ohio. 
Robert V. Adams, Milford Centre, Ohio. 
Edward B. Young, Eufaula, Ala. 

—~<)- 2 


Society Recognized as Auxiliary, 


August, 1879. 
With Name ana Post Office Address of Corresponding Secretary. 


Faulkner County Bible Soc., Ark., J. W. Thompson, Conway, Ark 


MONEYS RECEIVED IN JULY, 1879. 


Donations :— 
FROM INDIVIDUALS. 


A Friend, West Hoboken, N.J..............0 $5 00 
ANOAYMGUB. sc wcgaccossentesrterccese rs 30 13 
A Friend, Georgetown, D.C.......... 100 
Applewhite, Mrs. R. E., Ark.... as 5 00 
Barkley, W. T., Thompson’s Ridge, N. Y..... 30 00 
ORB, asic croc vpietye ccs altnrae clotle tiole cist Sena aie es oie 50 
Cox, Charles B., St. Louis, Mo Aor 4 00 
Collection at Wetumpka, Ala................-. 5 00 
Collections by Colporteurs: — 
Through Rey. W. R. Long, D. S., W. Va. 28 80 
bi “6 JL. Lyons, 6 iIGaadt 17:14 
* & WB. Banking {ry Fex 50 45 
PY %§ T.J. Rutledge, “ Ala 19 00 
se ef Geo. 8.Sayage, “ Tenn.. 6 15 
- '~ J.J.Thompson,“ Ks... 16 97 
e it Geo. M. Tuthill,“ Wis 11 70 
a Gs CoH WAle Ny se eNO ar 8 87 
ie oe 2 oe aaiae Cocke 49 69 
$6 os E. Wright, biseatenell Ks as 4°70 
From a Life Member, Boston, Mass........... 10 00 
Harmon Wesley, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y..... 45 82 
Hazenberg, Rev. W., Passaic, N.J............ 2 00 
Johnston, Mrs. Sally (deceased), Middletown, 

Ohio, by J. M. Johnston.......... Bryer: Oe if 50 00 
Means, John, Ashland, Ky..................4+ 30 00 
Porter, Mrs. Mary 8., Monson, Mass 45 00 
Plumb, George, Fairport, N. Y............-065 2 00 
Smith, Wm. G. and Wife, Maplewood Farm, 

TERN Sasmep ace daene’ figise sare We ssioveluait'e atcleta erate 5 00 
Wright, Horace, Webster Groves, Mo......... 1 00 
Warn, R.C., Indianola, Tex..............0.005 5 00 
Work, M. C., Philadelphia, Pa............-... c 15 00 
Wade, Geo. F., Boston, Mass... 25 5 
William Sheerer Fund........ Veuseeeee PE SoIOD $680 12 

FROM LEGACIES. 

Bouton, Hannah, late of North Stamford, Ct. 98 00 
Bristol, Ira, late of Oswego Co., N.Y.......... 500 00 
Carter, Benjamin, late of Portage Co.,Ohio.. 278 50 
Devoo, W. L., late of New York........ ...... 2852. 50 
Hosmer, Harriet H., late of Hartford, Ct..... 40 00 
Lapsley, Mrs. Mary, late of New Albany, Ind. 10,636 69 
Porter, Andrew W., late of Monson, Mass.... 1,500 00 
Templeton, John, late of Boston, Mass....... 64 26 
Wead, 8. C., late of Malone, N. Y.............. 100.00 

»N.Y. 380000 
White, Henry, late of Westchester Co., 815,360195 

FROM CHURCH COLLECTIONS. 
ALABAMA, f 
Auburn, Meth. Ep. Ch, South...........0...005 12 00 
Cusseta, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...............008 6 10 
La Fayette, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. mrerniaiehrare 12 80 
New Harmony, Pres. Ch.....scececcceccceceaes 16 
Oak Bowery, Meth. Ep. Ch. South,.........., 16 50 
Williams Camp Ground, Powelton Circuit, 
Alabama Conference,....cccserseecereceenees 5440 oid 


' "a> 


126 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


CONNECTICUT, 
Cheshire, “COA REO si isc sa vinpindiepaciecnecpimn yes 


Georgetown, Cong. Ch..........+6+ 
Green’s Farms, Cong, Ch......... 
Preston, COMICON. seasavesy vvvanes 
Westport, Saugatuck Cong. Ch... 
West Killingly, Cong. Ch.......... 
Woodbury, North Cong. Ch.....csseseceseeeses 
ILLINOIS. 
Moline, Cong. Ch....... wv captace dees: seaeseeeee 
INDIANA. 
North Indiana Conference, Meth. Ep, Ch.... 


IOWA. 
Stiles, Mission Sunday School.......... vphesa eS, 
Pipton, Pres Ohi jadstas ous aweevi agestas ih eet ce 

KANSAS, 
eAvilene, PYOSVCH.s eccece teeta pera eatee sed 
El Dorado, First Pres. Ch......... 
Highland, Cong. Ch.......s.cs000- 
Osage City, First Pres. Ch 
Russell, CONE: CB... . csi. asics selon 
White City, Cong. Ch........... DM ecew ces 
KENTUCKY. 

Mayslick, Pres, and Christian Churches...... 
Owensboro’, Meth. Ep. Church South......... 
Washington, Pres. Ch. additional)... 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Amherst, Amherst College Ch........... CoDocE 
MICHIGAN, 

Portland, Cong. Ch....... papain aeNte 0.6 vies 
MISSOURI. 

Manchester, Meth. Ep. Ch. South..... 

Missouri Ann. Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch..... 

Ptatte City, Churches of............... isientie wee 
NEW YORK. 

Aurora, Pres. Ch.........5 qos 5 gpaess pene agreigie 

Dryden, Meth. Ep. Ch 

Freedom Plains, Pres. Ch.. 

Sherburne, Cong. Ch...... oiplels\sts'e eueicilealt oialp sete 

Warsaw, Pres. Ch......... ogee tore +s Og atammes, 

NORTH CAROLINA. 


seer eeee 


Stokes Co. Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch. South,..... ” 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Lonsdale, Christ Ch. Sunday School.......... 


WISCONSIN. 
APENG, COBEN CD... crcccees ccvevtsceceveren anes 


15 00 


$559 92 


FROM AVAILS OF SALES BY THOSE TO WHOM BOOKS 


HAVE BEEN DONATED. 


Meth. Ep. Church Publishing House, Nash- 
Wille, ‘TOMB 2s5sj4 <aeeseeoas Fin a dualelare's sic'als aisle sos 
Marshall Co, B. 8., Tenn....- act ap 
Pocahontas Co. B.S., Iowa.. 
Kansas Central ‘Agency.. : 
Manahuilla Sunday School, Tex. en) 
Rey. Richard Webb, Savannah, Ga.. 
“ H, De Vote, Atlanta, Ga.... 
3. L. Lyons, Dist. Supt, Fla... <0 asses 
“« R.W. Buford, Matthews’ Bluff, S.C..... 
George 8. Barr, Lynchburg, S. C 
Mrs. 8. D. Merrill, Columbus, Miss..,......... 


tee eeeeens 


See eee eee ee ener are 


eee eee ewenee 


Rey. James Mitchell, Atlanta, Ga............55 
From sales of books donated for Colportage Hore: 7 


Thro pen Rey.W. R. Long, Dist, Supt., W. Va. 
“ J. L. Lyons, 3 Fla.... 
“oe 


< ‘t 2 Ga... 
a “ W.B. Rankin, “ TeX. 35 
“ “ 7. J. Rutledge, “ Ala... 
ty “ Geo. 8.Savage, “ Tenn., 
He “ 0.3. Squires, “ Towa.. 
oa “ J.J.Thompson,“  _— Ks... 
« Geo. M. Tuthill Wis... 
a a c. H. Wiley, a N.C). 


46 : ° B. Wright, re M 


5 
5 
7 
16 


66 
96 
45 
25 
00 
00 
00 
00 
ac 
00 
30 


4 


858 2 


fH DaltOn, C@iec. ...oresmapescsnisian 


‘ geen County, Ohio. .. 
ee re 4 
I 1 ap ay} % 


Moravia Female, N. Y.......sssecescccescececs 4 
Orange County, N.Y.... 
Pennsylvania........ praesent eee 
Washington City, D.C. 
Waterville Welsh, N. Y...... 
Washington County, Me. ......eceeereeees ee 


eee weet wee eeeees . 


Receipts from Sales :— 
FROM AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETIES, ON PURCHASE 


ACCOUNT. 
Arapanee County, Col. $38 01 
Adair County, Mo..... 86 85 
Adams County, NGD..3 Sessceese sure esiovccsesec A‘ 28 59 
Adams County, Ind.............. «paves 5 00 
Allen County, Ind iiccscestes ts tcwssisishesseeen 3 101 63 
Atchison County, Ks..... saeheo i 42 55 
Appanoose County, Iowa....... in 78 60 
Adams County, Il.......... er 78 18 
Abbeville County, S. C.....,.....sescresevcevee 89 41 y 
Attala County, MIGG. cy cscipessaccdcitveaacsene 66 70 z 
Adams Counhy OMG 55 Sie. odes suse «ne sagaded 42 33 
Bullock Cowaey, Alses 3355525. Poe 0s vnccueey oe 27 80 , 
Boyd County, Ky 25 « Soaxes siagiseud bao pee were r 170 00 
Benton Canary, TOWils scare e<ss5 és <cipmavt weckht 60 00 
Brookherd, Moiecs.s. ovecs caves) seh aysdwcooscue 14 2 
Bristol, Tenn........... idl « «eh steer. deer oa 100 00 
Buffalo County, NeD...,........ssceceseeceeees 16 
Brown County, K8......cccsecessecereessecsees 37 49 ' 
Broome County, N. Y......... 14 66 - 
Bee County, TOk..crecesvepssegidneevrasuspse-3 50 60 ‘ 
Boone County, FOWa......2c0-seenacccess Signs 8 40 . 
Brooklyn Clty,,N. Ye. d.5as. 0+. 17 33 
Barnesville, Ga&.........00eeeees 30 00 . 
Brazos County, Tex..........--. 11 03 =u phot 
Buffalo and Erie County, N. Y.. 401 66 Ae 
Bourbon County, Ky............ 64 15 ne 
Clarke County, Ala.............. 18 35 ove |" 
Cass County, Iowa..............+ ~ 67 18 ae 
Chicago, Ill.......... wie sas sass 456 33 . 
Cedar Falls, 2OWa.s «icivacesccutare teense veemene 4 95 — 
Columbus and Franklin County, ODIO. sds «00% 70 00 or) 
Cincinnati Young Men’s, Ohio............. woos 200 00 wie. 
Central, Ark............. SARE as 7500 cep: 
Charleston, S. C.. i nes 3000 | Ree 3 ‘ 
Clarksville, Tenn. ae: 81 98 ma i 
Calumet County, Wis... cic.ccccescecesscctscos) 4000 


Crawford County, Wits. icccccsescarmasnscemes 
California, MO......sc00cccceeeee ; 
Clay County, Neb.... 
Coles County, Ill... 
Christian County, Ky............ 
Columbia County, Ark.......... 
Corpus Christi, Tex............. 
Chenango County, N. Y......... 
Camden County, Ga............,. 
Cooke County, Texas............ 
Clarke County, Iowa............ 
Douglas County, Neb.............. seeesageeene 
De Kalb County, Mo............ 


De Witt County, Tex.............006. 


Eddyville, Iowa...... 
Eaton County, Mich........... 
Falls Village and Canaan, Ct... oe 
Fostoria and Vicinity, Ohio..:......... 
Griggsville, Ill....... Daten eens eee eee e eee ee, 
Granby, MO.s.5, creas sheseeees 
Greene County, N. Yaw. s.scces-nssnaee 
Greenville County, 8. Gyn cabyspsne 
Galion and Vicinity, Ohio... see 
Goliad County, Tex 
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Jackson County, Mich......... OE Ee ei $i 50 Van Buren County, Mich..... CHAE assis $18 11 
JOHNSON COURLY, MO.......cecciecceccesccecenes P 9 85 iy Ce ey ae eee 130 00 
REE RMERns io ane sc cndncasas Ur p.adeikiarsca 5 00 Watervliet Welsh, N. Y 9 50 
STIR COWMGT FOWS occ. c ce cnc taas coceccsnennis 40 00 Washington City, D.C........6..5 228 21 
Jefferson County, W. Va8........ccecccccccscces 718 Webster County, LOWS... cc. sceresaconseovveyes 95 00 
VOCS SDS rr iv 100 00 Wheeling and Obio County, W. Va........... 168 85 
Po ae Dr 155 50 Wabash County, Tndveswiiis.y sitveeces thee 100 00 
Knox County, Ind..... a AG Red ss cute cd 10 92 Wayne County, Michvcicccitiscccssveceseteee 58 07 
Kandiyohi County, Minn.. ................. 7. $7 60 Wayne County, Ohi0; 5 icc iiievetccevewsecees 45 00 
CT il) SS li a a of 6 00 Wilmington Female, Del........cssccecccseeees 1 58 
re ye Dia ia La aa aa 15 00 WenDAGE COUN ty) WIR, sini: chsh er headin scdeee 8 45 
Param Coanty, Col. .....ccccccsesccess ae 15 75 Washtenaw County, Mich.......... cccssccseee 18 46 
PAI MMMM a 5 wc sys in Sy eta sewetascanccene 56 29 Washington County, Neb............0c0eseeeee 1 90 
Livingston County, Mich...............ccsce0s 50 00 Washington County, K8......,..¢scsccsesencees 45 16 
Laclede (Linn County), MO.............c0c0008 8 60 Wilkes County, N.C... sssscrasiaceesecsonpae a1 50 
, Eipwronce Gounty, MO.c: cs cocee ci cccccccccevese 14 75 PWiSBE MT ADELE Yas HIG 6 aiewieeie saideslents » cmathsloroidive 28 07 
4 EE eC ce Wangsh Somntiys Nid. ns sakiacpscnesaigeacctenenie 5 00 
MME ORG NOW. a coo isids cs cesses cee cebage Wexford County, MICH. . <.sacrevspsnesiveistae nao 10 00 
Lafayette County, Ark.... ee ne) Washington County, Ga 41 16 
Lonoke and Vicinity, Ark............... x Wentworth, N.C.............04 8 15 
ave Oak County, Tex.c........c08c0000 ats Waseca County, Minn........... 10 00 
Dautinburch, N.C. .....cicscccccecsccces » PV AVOUIYS BEGiin« cose ee tceessceeue 2 90 
. Lincoln County, N.C:..,......eccencccns $3 Wright County, Minn.......... 23 93 
: Livingston County, Ill...............05 - PW OBLDORG, MOinscdeccscessinces 2 90 
} Middletown and Vicinity, Bbre oecexs S Youngstown, Sos, cstiwa verve wits dn one imeste 20 91 10.958 09 
ES, a ee ee ee * fps tia 
Madison County, Neb............ceeses ihe 
2 is ae ee er Bible Committee, Kearney Co., Neb.......... 65 
M‘Cracken County, Ky...............: = = Yorkville; 650. 5.4200 25 95 
Morgan County, Ohio................ =e Rey. T. J. Rutledge, District Sup’t., Ala...... 1 60 
Morrow County, Ohio..............65 bad “ E. Wright, > Mo...... 83 50 
Mount Holly, Ark.............s.000+ = “ J. 8. Willbanks, Es Ark..... 71 7% 
* Monroe County, N.Y.. « J. Hinton, a Minn.... 1 08 
Monroe County, Ga....... .-...0..-- Kansas Central Agency...., FC ee OnC are on 44 80 
Moravia Female, N. Y.....:<...s0ss00e00 ARCHOY 8 MEXICO. 35 05000 eu ssiiveraalspit somaya 42 71 $272 04 
Muscatine County, [owa........ CeRSIS. — 
MRE Gr COUNTY, MIND. 65. os. cccccscescccescenss ‘ 
Newport and Vicinity, Ky..........0.0.0c0c00e J. Burr Legacy MicOme FUNG. ..26 06 secs cece seesecns botees 337 75 
Newburg and Vicinity, N. Y.........0.0..00008 RMGOVERE Ice Seen dese ets teases tins foesceris thiececeteTaeenees 5,191 10 
Outagamie County, WiS.............e.eeeeeeeee Sale of waste material from Bindery and Printing Office 48 87 
Soe Sea ear Retail Sales............ sid s Sateiatale's decid ale Bonics tats eae. 
Otter Tafl County, Minn......-0ccs00ccc0scess Trade Bales . 
DEE: i ee ee Eases ope« '| Record Subscriptions... 
Platte County, Mo tae RODE co spcniewac as acces lab 
Plymouth-Welsh, Pa, Perens a Sundries...... iinies\a'e(eis\lis'aie Segue ae eo eum eiraaies| aie Cash ed oes 
Putnam County, Mo...... oes scosk . = 
a 5 SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS FROM EACH STATE, ETO, 
Racine County, Wi8.....00...ccssscscsssesseeee DURING JULY, 1879. ‘ 
MTR CCK c2 01s sin cseoWacalved~ acc ete wupewe Purchase Acc’t. Gratuitous. Legacies. Total. 
3 Mickingham County, N. C salah » taal aes sleidae Alabama .......ss.0s.00. $194 97 820 92 ade 515 89 
Randolph County, Ind........ , Vronsas ss... pssysens sess 238 40 95.00 er Anieaté 253 40 
Sr eee ee California,..........s065 162 00 ricer seeieded 162 00 
Rockdale County, Ga...... So xag Colorado sounkstds sos v6 48 %6 npeeas Ahan 48 76 
Reidsville, N. C........ Ben oapislee Connecticut.......... as 259 84 157 72 1838 00 555 56 
aoe pide oi Delaware. igs cieess-ses 158 seieieats) males 1 58 
Be, ora Rel £4! d. SSee: District of Columbia... 223 21 4 «81:00 ee 254 21 
Shenandoah and Vicinity Welsh, Pa........... 536» Hloridar . sites sces Weahts oa sie cn me CV by Gan PRS zt 440 17 
Scott County, Iowa.. a teh tae 60 00 Georgia .,s.csspsy es» 4G: 19248 234 19 Coe 426 67 


 $t, Lawrence County, Rist bese tiapieeite ae MOS SE natin seme 1,258 96 
St. Louis County, Mo......... , ‘ 29°75 10,636 69 11,028 58 
Sullivan County, M0.....0.ssecccssecsssens 6 FLOWS .g <p ca tiene eerste ees 663 60 61 26 soe ns "124 86 

t. Clair County, Mo.. Nioweva ‘ Kansas . 25:5 sopieatecistebe 246 05 246 84 wakzed 492 89. 
Kentucky. 25. ieee: ee 897 95 92 89 aiersretete 490 84 


mabe aia slag Maine..3,.0ii5d 13 70 150 00 ohare 163 70 

( RAPE <\'c siclvine'aideire sce eceeieosicse wee Massachusetts... . sieinielais 88 05 1,564 26 1,652 21 
Saline County, Neb....4s.c.020--0-008 ators Michigan........... 266 90 40 86 meee 3807 %6 
aera OES cee tereacas ste oer tepeiraingle Minnesotan beet! .. Setar e104: Io 8 ores ateees 272 64 


epee hee 2 as ry 90 70, 7 00 APice, 97 70 
signe 758 86 
230 20 | 
; 183 00 
New York...ic:ncaaeeal eras 15,580 27 
North Carolina.......... 196 28 267 62 Series 463 85 


“eo faeces? 


ORIG: Hisnscneeeainee 4 50 00 278 50 =: 1,054 62 

} Ovegones Wkie cece. ote Ree rsa ne creetcrans 114 44 
Pennsylvania..... 45 00 a9 4 1,274 69 
Rhode Island...........+ nObene 5 00 5CO | 


_ | South Carolina..... 


| Texas......ccclcccsccseee ) 89900). "84 71 
| Virginia...... ) 

West Virginia 
Wisconsin., 


eens 


302 10 
256 80 


Pal County, Ala detkcdse Dathaleaeedaek a 
ylor Coun Towayeseesesnsseerenorerese 


_ | Mexico..... 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


WILLIAM WH. ALLEN, LGD.....405. 500.3 President. 
REV. EDWARD W: GILMAN, D.D. M 4 
REV. ALEXANDER McLEAN, D.D. l 8a a stated 
REV. ALBERT 8. HUNT, D.D....... ) Secretaries. 
ANDERE Wal. TAYLOR. occ.s eventos Assistant Treasurer. 
CALEBMIARO W El ss0sSee .civerececeeembes General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO ) CORRESPONDENTS. 

Letters relating to the general work of the Society 
in the United States or foreign lands, and requests for 
grants of books for distribution at home or abroad, and 
communications for the Bible Society Record, should 
be addressed to “The Secretaries of the American Bible 
Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to ac- 
counts, fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, 
should’ be addressed to “The Assistant Treasurer of 
the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society 
Record, etc., and letters in reference to the transmission 
of the same, should be addressed to ‘* The General Agent 
of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, 
as sales are madefor cash only. Ve books are supplied for 
sale on commission, but as a special inducement, a discount 
of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is made to Auxi- 
tary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 

The attention of the public is invited to the large and 
attractive assortment of Bibles and Testaments published 
by the Society, and for sale at cost at the Bible House in 
New York. 

Bibles of all sizes in substantial bindings at prices 
varying from twenty-five cents to twenty-seven dollars. 
Testaments from jive cents upwards. 


In response to frequent letters asking for the address 
of District Superintendents, their names are given below 
with each mission field of labour and post-office address. 

Information respecting local work will be cheerfully 
communicated by them. 


New Jersey & Delaware..Rev. GroraE SHELDON, D.D., 


Princeton, N. J. 
North & South Carolina..Rey. C0. H. Winey, 
Winston, Forsythe Co.,; N. C. 
Georgia & Florida......... Rev. J. L. Lyons, 


Jacksonville, Florida. 
Alabama & West Florida..Rev. THos. J. RutLEDGE, 


Opelika, Ala. 
WOMASh 7H bla. Ae ede. Rev. WILLIAM B. RANKIN, 
Austin, Texas. 
PPISATISAG 1.\0) d)8102 nie oP nretctele os Rey. J. S. WILLBANKS 


Austin, ‘Arkansas. 
Kentucky, Eastern and aoe Guo. 8.. SAVAGE, M.D., 
Middle Tennessee..... Covington, Icy. 
West Virginia............. Rev. WALTER R. Lona, 
Wh usta W. Va. 
Ohio & Eastern Indiana...Rev. E. 8. GInLEerr 
even Ohio. 
Michigan & Wisconsin....Rev. GkoRGE M. TuTHrLL, 
alamazoo, Mich. 
Illinois & West’n Indiana..Rey. E. G. SMrrH, 
Morrison, Whitesides Co., Lil. 


Minnesota. .... 0.000000. Rey. JOHN HINTON, 
Faribault, Rice County, Minn, 
HOWL ..<.0'5 spiiavente otek. ss Rey. O. J. al pe 
: t. Vernon, Iowa. 
Missouri........025 real Hares Rey. Big PR WRIGHT, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
NSANIGAA, .. Sereut tee this Rleics Rey. J.J. THOMPGOTs 
Nebraska, Colorad Rev. Wm. M‘ ore 
e a, Colorado Vv. ‘ 
Wyoming, and Dakota - ¥ CaxDrast, | Neb. 
California & N evada eet fe Rey. Joun said heal 
akland, 
Oregon & Wash. eps ..Rey. P. C. thinisicaea: ; 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 

The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to 
forward their annual reports to the Parent Society 
promptly. Blank forms will be furnished for this pur- 
pose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the 
event should be given immediately to the Parent Society, 
so that it may be recognized. The names of its officers 
and their post-office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxili- 
ary, until it shall have officially communicated to the 
Parent Society that its sole object is to promote the cércula- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures without note or comment; and 
that it will place its surplus revenue, after supplying its own 
district with the Scriptures, at the disposal of the American 
Bible Society, as long as it shall remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes 
the subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The in- 
crease of the subscription to one hundred and fifty 
dollars, or the contribution of that amount in one pay- 
ment, constitutes the subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 

I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixteen, the sum of , to be applied to the charit- 
able uses and purposes of skid Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, 
the Board of Managers will make grants of books, to 
Auxiliary Societies and to other responsible parties, for 
sale and gratuitous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Mana- 
gers grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in 
view the special necessities of the various classes of per- 
sons to be supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be 
given away consistently with the benevolent ends of the 
Society. Fs 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for 
donations of books should be presented first to the Auzx- 
iliary Societies within whose fields the books are to be 
distributed, and whose duty it is to furnish them, if pos- 
sible. When an Auxiliary is unable to do this, applica- 
tion should be made to this Society, withthe endorse- 
ment of a responsible officer of the Auxiliary, 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general 
work from other parties, should each have the endorse- 
ment of the District Superintendent. 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, 
and public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, 
do not come within the range of charitable objects. 

The American Bible Society expects that due oveatt 
will be given for its donations by those to whom its 
books are confided for distribution. 


i 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 

The price of the Bible Society Record to subseribers, 
for 1879, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the 
United States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the 
Society. Twelve copies will be sent to one address for 
three dollars, in advance. Any life director or lifemem-— 
ber of this Society may receive one copy free of postage 
by virtue of his membership, on the simple condition 
that the request for it is renewed annually. On the same 
condition a copy will be sent to pastors of churches con- = 
tributing directly to the funds of the Society. 

‘Three copies 
of each auxiliary from which remittances are received. - 
Other copies may be ordered at the club rates; but the _ 
money should in all cases accompany the order. 

Every person who is entitled to the Record and 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate th 
by letter or postal oR ec One 


be sent, as heretofore, to the even aly 


